
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

RANGELANDS POLICY DIALOGUE 
 

Style Guide for Rangelands Briefs and “Spark-plugs” 
 
PURPOSE OF THIS PAPER 
 
Every attendee and panellist at the Rangelands Policy Dialogue on 1,2 July 2019 is invited to 
submit a 2-page brief as an input into the deliberations. Briefs will be placed on the Internet on 
the page http://www.royalsocietyqld.org/rural-policy-for-queensland/rangelands-policy-
dialogue-after-drought-and-debt-what-next/. This paper outlines a guide for authors. 
 
STRUCTURE OF THE RANGELANDS BRIEFS 
 
Logo of the relevant organisation, if the brief is authorised by some organisation (top left corner) 
 
Author’s name and contact (at least one of email address, postal address, telephone) (top right) 
 
Date (top right corner) 
 
Title – to fit on a single line, should include at least one or two keywords 
 
Keywords 
 
Body of the paper (should include side headings) 
 
Photograph or graphic (desirable) 
 
Conclusion, including the implications for rangelands policy (if desired) 
 
Status statement (is the brief draft, or finalised; is it approved by any organisation (not required); 
is it confidential to the Dialogue or can it be published 
 
Bio – brief account of role or experience of the author(s) (not more than one sentence per author). 
This statement should also disclose any conflict of interest. 
 
References  
 
Appendices: Tables, photos and bibliographies can be appended beyond the 2-page limit. 
 
STYLE 
 
Font 11 point Times Roman. Top and bottom margins 1.25 centimetres, left and right margins 2.0 
cm. Use Harvard method for referencing (surname and date in text; then in References use 
surname, initials, date, title, location of publisher, publisher). Save in editable format (e.g. Word, 
not pdf) with file name “Surname-Keywords”. 
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COPYRIGHT POLICY AND CREATIVE COMMONS STATEMENT 
 
Responsibility for confirming that the author is entitled to all material in the brief is upon the 
author. Quotations, images or tables sourced from others should be fully referenced. 
 
Unless otherwise negotiated, the brief will be published on the Dialogue’s website with a 

Creative Commons licence CC-BY-ND 4.0  . This licence allows others to reuse the 

work for any purpose, including commercially; however, it cannot be adapted then shared with 

others; and credit must be provided to the author. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/ . 
 
The purpose of the Rangelands Briefs is to capture the insights of people who attend rather than 
simply to reproduce articles written previously by third parties. However, a limited number of 
benchmark articles by third parties can be published on the separate “Background Reading” page 
of the Royal Society’s website, so long as copyright clearance is granted by the author. 
 
PROCESSING 
 
Once papers have been finalised by the author/author’s organisation, they can be sent to John 
Tennock john@tennock.com  who will upload them directly. The onus of ensuring high standards 
of English expression and content accuracy will be upon the author. A copy may be sent to Des 
Hoban d.hoban004@optusnet.com.au who will take them into account in compiling the 
Declaration that is a primary intended output of the event. 
 
If the author chooses, and if the content of the brief is suitable, these briefs can be single-blind 
peer-reviewed by two persons expert in that field. Once peer-reviewed, a note to that effect will 
be added to the brief. 
 
If the author chooses, peer-reviewed briefs may be considered for print-publication in the 
Proceedings of the Royal Society of Queensland, at the discretion of the Hon. Editor, Diogenes Antille 
editor@royalsocietyqld.org.au whose judgement on that matter will be final. 
 
SPARK PLUGS 
 
Invited panellists are being invited to present a 7-minute discussion-trigger or “spark plug” of 
not more than 20 slides on their theme. Allocating one minute for changeover, this allows 18 
seconds per slide. All slides should be sufficiently concise that they can be read at speed. Detailed 
text can be included in the Notes section at the bottom of the slide or in an accompanying 2-page 
Rangelands Brief.  
 
It is not essential that panellists produce a PowerPoint and if they do, it is not essential that it be 
made available for web-publication. If they consent to that, it will be published under Creative 
Commons CC-BY-ND licence, unless otherwise negotiated. 
 
 
7 May 2019 
 
Version 3 - Approved by the three organising bodies. (Removed requirement for a Relevance 
statement; allowed appendices and bibliographies to spill over beyond two pages). 
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